
Obit u ary

Pro fes sor Zbigniew Szczurek

13.04.1924–15.01.2006

Pro fes sor Zbigniew Szczurek was born on 13th of April, 1924 in Zagórze. He lived with his fam ily

in Chorzów. In Au gust and at the be gin ning of Sep tem ber 1939 he was on duty in the Scout Emer gency

Sta tion in Chorzów. On the 3rd of Sep tem ber his fam ily left Chorzów. They went to Jaworzno. The Oc -

cu pa tion pe riod was for Zbigniew Szczurek a con spir acy time (un der the name “Kruk” – “Crow”). He

was ar rested by the Ge stapo and sent for en forced la bour to to day’s Kêdzierzyn. Af ter the lib er a tion his

fam ily re turned to Chorzów. On 13th April, 1945, on the day of his birth day, Zbigniew was en rolled into 

the army. He com pleted the two-year ser vice fin ished with the lieu ten ant rank in March 1947 and re -

sumed the in ter rupted study at the sec ond ary school and col lege for adults in Chorzów. Af ter he got the

Cer tif i cate of Gen eral Ed u ca tion, in 1948, he be gun the study at the newly founded Med i cal Acad emy

in Rokitnica Bytomska. He grad u ated with the Di ploma No 85 and, since 1st Feb ru ary 1954, he got

asso ciated with the Chair and De part ment of Patho log i cal Anat omy in Zabrze. He was faith ful to this

in sti tu tion more than 51 years.

 These are the fol low ing stages of his pro fes sional and re search ca reer: 1954 – as sis tant dep uty and

assi stant, 1956 – se nior as sis tant, 1957 – the first de gree of spe cial iza tion in patho log i cal anat omy, 1960 –
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the sec ond de gree of spe cial iza tion in patho log i cal anat omy, 1964 – de fended his doc tor’s the sis (“Patho -

morphology of great en do crine glands in ex per i men tal ra di a tion-in duced dis ease in rab bits”) and was

granted the ti tle of Doc tor of Med i cine and was nom i nated a tu tor, 1974 – ha bil i ta tion (“Expe ri mental

pathomorphotic stud ies on tox ic ity and pathomechanism of 0-diamethyl-0-1 [2,4,-dia chloro phenyl]

2-bromovinyl phos phate – IPO 62, new pes ti cide agent pro duced in Po land”), 1975 – no mi nated an as sis -

tant pro fes sor, 1986 – was granted a po si tion of a vice-dean of the Med i cal Fac ulty in Zabrze, and in the

same year, af ter prof. Witold Niepo³omski’s re tire ment – he was nom i nated the Head of the 1st Chair and

De part ment of Pathomorphology, in the years 1987–1990 held a po si tion of the Dean of the Med i cal

Facul ty in Zabrze. In 1987 he was granted the ti tle of an as so ci ate pro fes sor and in 1993 a pro fes sor.

The most im por tant achieve ments of that pe riod were the meth ods of morphometric ex am i na tions

of bone tis sue (1976) and intraoperative cy tol ogy of tu mours by im print method (1985) in tro duced in

Po land for the first time.

While he was the Head of the 1st Chair and De part ment of Pathmorphology in Zabrze he en larged

and im proved the range of re search and di ag nos tic ac tiv i ties, which in cluded a foun da tion of clin i cal

cy tol ogy work shop, fine nee dle as pi ra tion bi opsy stud ies and immunohistochemistry stud ies and fi -

nally, in stal la tion of com puter net work and com puter reg is tra tion of mor pho log i cal ex am i na tions.

He re tired from work on 30th Sep tem ber, 1994, how ever, on 1st Oc to ber, 1994 – on his first day of

re tire ment, he ar rived to work, as the day be fore, he only changed the of fices. For the next 8 years, eve -

ry day, he per formed di ag nos tic ex am i na tions, con sul ta tions, lec tured for stu dents, ex am ined stu dents

and doc tors for spe cial iza tions, he took care of the as sis tants do ing re searches for their doc tor’s the ses,

and most of all, of a num ber of young pathomorphologists who re quired sound train ing and af ter ward,

help in their in de pend ent di ag nos tic work. In the years 1998-2000, Pro fes sor be came our Head, but this

time as a Cu ra tor of Pathomorphology De part ment. 

In the early 90s, the last great pathomorphologic ad ven ture of Pro fes sor Szczurek was born –

biomaterials. This ad ven ture was bear ing fruit, not only at our Uni ver sity, in the form of nu mer ous doc -

tor’s the ses and habilitations. With out Pro fes sor’s help they could not be com pleted. 

In 1958 he be came a mem ber and founder of the Pol ish So ci ety of Anatomopathologists (now Po -

lish So ci ety of Pa thol o gists) and for over 30 years he was a mem ber of the Board of the Silesian Branch: 

trea surer, sec re tary and chair man for 3 ten ures and a mem ber of the Head Board. 

In the 70s and 80s of the pre vi ous cen tury, he was the first pro vin cial pathomorphology spe cial ist

for the prov inces of Bielsko-Bia³a and Czêstochowa. In 1978, he founded the first histopathology

work shop at the Prov ince Oncological Out-pa tient Clinic in Bielsko-Bia³a. Fur ther, in the years

1995–1998, he was the re gional pathomorphology spe cial ist for the prov inces of Bielsko-Bia³a,

Czêstochowa, Katowice and Opole.

Apart from the func tions listed above he was, for al most 20 years from 1964 to 1983, a su per vi sor

of the Stu dent’s Sci en tific So ci ety at our De part ment and in 1977 he was an or ga nizer of the First (so far 

the only one) Pol ish (but it turned out in ter na tional) Meet ing of Pathomorphological Cir cles of Stu -

dent’s Sci en tific So ci et ies. 

One more as pect of his ac tiv i ties should be men tioned here. We all know the fam ily of Pro fes sor

Szczurek. But, he also is the fa ther to the sci en tific fam ily. The word “fam ily” has been used here on

pur pose, be cause of the spe cial at mo sphere cre ated by Pro fes sor in the De part ment. This fam ily con -

sists of three gen er a tions ed u cated by Pro fes sor and His dis ci ples, over 40 spe cial ists of 1st and 2nd de -

gree in pathomorphology, 25 Doc tors of Med i cine and 1 as sis tant pro fes sor – namely, Zabrze school of

pathomorphology of pro fes sor Zbigniew Szczurek.

Pro fes sor Zbigniew Szczurek died in Zabrze on 15th of Jan u ary, 2006 and was bur ied at the St. An -

drew’s church cem e tery.

 What does pro fes sor Zbigniew Szczurek mean to us, his dis ci ples, friends and col leagues?

The mem o ra ble Dean, who af ter “poor” years im planted new im pulse into the Fac ulty of Med i cine

in Zabrze and pushed his as sis tants, lec tur ers and their su pe ri ors into pre par ing and de fend ing the un -

prec e dented num ber of doc tor’s the ses and habilitations. This, last ing till now, run of good, was be gun

in the 80s of the pre vi ous cen tury.
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The Head of the Chair, where one worked with friends from dawn to dusk, not only be cause he had

to, but be cause he wanted to. The Head of the Chair where the door was al ways open, and still is open to 

all the doc tors who study, pre pare for spe cial iza tion or do re search work. 

Won der ful pa thol o gist, di ag nos ti cian and re search worker, whom we ad mire for his sound know -

ledge and ex pe ri ence, for ac cu racy in di ag nos ing, for set ting right re search aims and con se quence in

fol low ing the ideas.

Ac a demic tu tor and a friend of stu dents, teach ing mor pho log i cal prin ci ples of med i cal pro ce dures

for al most half a cen tury.

A lover of Latin lan guage who made the lan guage of Cicero for us one of the links among yes ter -

day, to day and to mor row of med i cine in this tech ni cal world of the 21st cen tury.

An in sti ga tor and or ga nizer of week end trips of the peo ple from Silesian Pathomorphology De part -

ments in the Beskidy Moun tains, which we re call a bit moved.

An ea ger tour ist, with whom we reached not only peaks of the Beskidy, but also peaks of the Alps.

For de cades, un equalled dancer at all ban quets and balls, par ties at con gresses and meet ings.

Most of all, he was and will re main out Teacher, guide and un matched ed u ca tor lead ing into the

world of pa thol ogy three gen er a tions of Silesian pathomorphologists – our Mas ter.

The man of great heart…

For all those years to gether: Thank You Pro fes sor!

Dan iel Sabat M.D. on be half of

 dis ci ples and col leagues from the Chair and De part ment of Pathomorphology in Zabrze

 and mem bers of the Silesian Branch of Pol ish So ci ety of Pa thol o gists
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