
Obit u ary

Magdalena Dubiel-Bigaj, MD, Ph.D.

03.03.1941–22.09.2005

In Sep tem ber 2005, our good friend, a spe cial ist pathomorphologist, Magdalena Dubiel-Bigaj, de -

parted from us. Born in Cra cow on March 3, 1941, for sev eral years af ter World War II she lived in

Wroclaw, where her mother died. Hav ing re turned to Cra cow, it was here that she com pleted her el e -

men tary and then sec ond ary ed u ca tion; she at tended the No. VI high school, where she re ceived her di -

ploma in 1958. Be tween 1958 and 1964, she was a stu dent of the Med i cal Acad emy of Cra cow. She

re ceived her Di ploma of Phy si cian on June 22, 1964. She spent her in tern ship and res i dency in the Ga -

briel Narutowicz Mu nic i pal Hos pi tal and the Min is try of In ter nal Af fairs Hos pi tal in Cra cow, and then

be came em ployed by the Chair of Pathomorphology, Med i cal Acad emy of Cra cow, where she worked

un til her re tire ment in 2003. Here she passed her first-de gree board ex am i na tion in patho log i cal anat -

omy in 1969, and her sec ond-de gree exam in 1972. At that time, she was an as sis tant, lec turer and then

se nior lec turer.

As an el e ment of her re search work, she gained a doc tor ate in Sep tem ber 1975, hav ing pre sented

her doc toral dis ser ta tion en ti tled “Ul tra sound stud ies of rat thymocytes in early stages of mag ne sium
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def i cit”. The the sis re sulted from her in volve ment in elec tron mi cros copy in ves ti ga tions and her inte -

rest in his to chem is try.

Be tween 1972 and 2003, she was As so ci ate Ed i tor at the Ed i to rial Board of Patologia Polska (the Po -

lish Pa thol ogy), and later, when the name of the pe ri od i cal changed, of the Pol ish Jour nal of Pa thol ogy.

While she oc cu pied this hon or ary po si tion, she be came known in the en tire mi lieu of Pol ish pa thol o gists as

a kind and friendly pro fes sional, at ten tive to an ap pro pri ate fac tual and ed i to rial level of the jour nal. All

sub mit ting au thors re mem ber her con tri bu tion in our pe ri od i cal at tain ing the high est level.

As a mem ber of the Chair’s Fac ulty, she was the sole au thor and co-au thor of nu mer ous re search

re ports; she also helped her col leagues in their in ves ti ga tions and in pre par ing doc toral dis ser ta tions.

It should be em pha sized that Dr. Dubiel-Bigaj was very much in volved in re search and di ag nos -

tics-as so ci ated stud ies in the field of maxillofacial sur gery, what re sulted in the pub li ca tion of a book

en ti tled “Odontogenic tu mors and cysts of the maxillary bones”, much sought for by den tists.

An other fo cus of her in ter est was kid ney dis eases. Given her vast ex pe ri ence, in ves ti ga tions she

su per vised on bi opsy ma te ri als stud ied by immunohistochemistry and ultrastructural meth ods al lowed

for prompt es tab lish ment of firm di ag no ses. In this field, Dr. Dubiel-Bigaj was a well-rec og nized spe -

cial ist in the re gion of south east Po land. The in ves ti ga tions gave or i gin to nu mer ous re search pa pers

she co-authored.

For many years, she was en gaged in teach ing stu dents of the Fac ulty of Med i cine and Fac ulty of

Den tistry; in ad di tion, she also par tic i pated in post grad u ate train ing of spe cial ists in pathomorphology.

She was al ways well liked by her stu dents and col leagues alike for her hon esty and in teg rity, as well as

her will ing ness to help in di ag nos tic man age ment. Of ten, she vol un teered her time and par tic i pated in

var i ous or ga ni za tional and sub stan tive ac tiv i ties of the Chair. We all ap pre ci ate her con tri bu tion in or -

ga niz ing anew the mu seum of mac ro scopic ex hib its col lected by the Chair’s Fac ulty - she was an in for -

mal cus to dian of the mu seum.

In the last years, de spite her poor health, she strove for con tin u ing her work, es pe cially in mi cro -

scopic di ag nos tic man age ment that was her pas sion. Her re tire ment af ter 40 years of work filled us with 

sor row, but we un der stood that only her health prob lems could have pre vented Dr. Dubiel-Bigaj from

fur ther col lab o rat ing with us. Her death left a void in our lives, but she will re main in our hearts and

minds as an ex em plary friend and teacher.

Fare well, Madzia!

Friends and col leagues

from the Chair of Pathomorphology,

Collegium Medicum, Jagiellonian Uni ver sity
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